
As Lions begin a new year of service, International President Mark S. Lyon of
Brookfield, Connecticut, takes the helm with a message that brings us back to the heart
of who we are: Rooted in Service.
President Lyon joined the Brookfield Lions Club in 1996 after attending a meeting and
discovering friends and neighbors focused not on themselves, but on what they could
accomplish for their community. He knew immediately, “This is where I’m supposed to
be.” Nearly three decades of Lions service followed.
Sharing that journey is his wife, Lion Lyn Lyon, a lifelong friend and one of his strongest
supporters. Together, Mark and Lyn are parents to three daughters adopted from
China. Their own family experience inspired them to create a local support group
connecting adoptive families and children with similar cultural backgrounds.
Their lives may be firmly planted in their Connecticut community, but their vision
reaches much farther.
As President Lyon says, “Our roots are here in Brookfield, but our hearts are
global.”
For 2026–2027, President Lyon invites Lions everywhere to strengthen those roots
through meaningful service, strong communities and the connections we build along the
way.
We Serve — Rooted in Service.
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LYON & LION LYN LYON

IN THIS ISSUE:
M1 - DG Marilynn Reaves     mdreaves63@gmail.com
M2 - Lion David Kinkade       editor@lions26m2.org
M3 - Lion Mary Brunkhorst    marylbrunkhorst@gmail.com
M4 - PDG Tina Anderson      ctanderson5@gmail.com
M5 - PDG Mickey Beach       mbeach1960@gmail.com
M6 - Lion Cheynne Nava       cheynnenava3@gmail.com
M7 - Lion Lyle Rosburg          lrosburg@hotmail.com

WE SERVEWE SERVEWE SERVE

*District Governors*
*Weeks of Service*

*Leader Dog*
*Peace Poster*

*KidsSight*
*Youth Exchange*

*Events*
*State Calendar*

Got News? Start here.
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MEET YOUR MISSOURI LIONS LEADERSHIP
• One Missouri • Seven Districts • United in Service •

2026-2027 Missouri Lions Leadership: Council Chair and District Governors, joined by Past International Directors. 
L - R : IPID Debbie Cantrell, CC Rachel Harper, DG Marilynn Reaves (M1), DG Kelly Rackovan (M2), DG Carol Deters (M3),
DG Kathy Rice (M4),  DG Warren Trivett (M5), DG Tammy James (M6), DG Bruce Berger (M7), PID Donal Knipp, and 
PID Don Noland.

FROM THE COUNCIL CHAIR - 
CC Rachel Harper 2026-2027
One of the things I love most about being a Lion is that no one ever has to face a challenge alone.
Some of our greatest opportunities come from asking questions, sharing ideas, and learning from one
another.
As your Missouri Council Chair, I am honored to serve Lions across our state and to be a resource,
advocate, and partner for every district.
Whether you have questions about club operations, membership, leadership, service projects,
grants, or simply need help finding the right resource or person, please reach out. If I don't know the
answer, I'll gladly help you find it.
As we begin this Lions year, I encourage you to dream big, ask questions, and lean on one another.
None of us has all the answers—but together, we can solve almost any challenge.

DISTRICT 26-M1 — DG MARILYNN REAVES
Boots on the Ground
District M-1 is beginning the year focused on collaboration, participation, and stronger clubs. District
gatherings have been renamed Collaboration and Celebration sessions, with an emphasis on making
meetings more productive, engaging, and fun.
M-1 currently has 30 active clubs, while district leaders continue working with clubs facing
challenges, including efforts to restructure two suspended clubs that are showing promise.
We are also exploring ways to increase support of LCI.
My thanks to our District Cabinet and every Lion serving alongside me this year. Boots on the
ground!

DISTRICT 26-M2 — DG KELLY RACKOVAN
Bee the Difference
A new Lions year is in full swing, with clubs across M-2 continuing fantastic service
in their communities. As summer activities wrap up and fall programs begin, there
are plenty of service projects, fundraisers, and opportunities ahead.
What a fantastic organization we belong to! Let's keep moving forward by
strengthening membership, expanding our outreach, and continuing to serve our
communities.
The momentum is building—let's keep it going and make things happen!
To make a difference, we need to continue to “Bee the Difference!”
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DISTRICT 26-M3 — DG CAROL DETERS
Serving Together, Moving Forward
The 2026–2027 Lions year has begun, and I am honored to serve again as District Governor in memory
of 1st VDG Don Eichorn, who unexpectedly passed away in March. He is deeply missed by all of us.
Our first District Cabinet meeting was held August 8, where we reviewed our District Goals. While M-3
has lost a few clubs, we are working toward starting a new club and strengthening service throughout
our district. Times are tough, and Lions are needed in our communities more than ever.
Along with 1st VDG Rimmy Massey and 2nd VDG Jeri Smith, I look forward to visiting your clubs. If you
have questions or need help, please reach out. I'm excited to be working with you again.

DISTRICT 26-M4 — DG KATHY RICE
Plans Change
I joined Lions in 2008 to spend more time with my husband, Lewis, and son, Bob, who were already
active Lions. I had no intention of holding office—I simply wanted to support our projects and
fundraisers. As you can see, plans change.
When the 2nd Vice District Governor position went unfilled in 2024, I decided to step forward. After
two years of training, I've learned that what I thought I knew about Lionism had only scratched the
surface—but I've gained incredible friends and resources along the way.
My greatest strengths are listening and continuing to learn. As we begin this year Rooted in Service,
I'm confident we can grow our membership, reach our Mission 1.5 goals, and continue doing what
Lions do best:
We Serve.

DISTRICT 26-M5 — DG WARREN TRIVETT
A Legacy of Service
It is a privilege to serve as your M5 District Governor. My wife and partner in service, Lion Mary Trivett, and I
are proud members of the Sedalia State Fair Lions Club.
Like many of you, I joined Lions to make a tangible difference in my community. Through vision screenings,
food drives, and service projects, I've witnessed the power of our simple motto: We Serve.
Mary's parents, Lions Bob and Ramona Davis, first introduced us to Lionism, with Bob also serving as
District Governor. In a way, Mary and I are continuing a second-generation District Governor legacy.
Our district is only as strong as the dedicated Lions who show up to serve. Thank you for your commitment. 
Let's make this a remarkable year together.

DISTRICT 26-M7 — DG BRUCE BERGER
Serving the Heart of Missouri
Hello, fellow Missouri Lions! This year, M7 is excited to see our clubs grow and to work toward starting at
least one new club.
Last Lions year, our district achieved a net growth of 44 members, and this year we hope to nearly
double that number.
Our theme is “Serving the Heart of Missouri.” We will encourage clubs to invite prospective members not
only to meetings, but also to service projects—giving them an opportunity to experience firsthand the
difference Lions make in their communities.
And who knows? Maybe they'll want to join our ranks.
It should be an exciting year in the heart of Missouri!

DISTRICT 26-M6 — DG TAMMY JAMES
Plant a Seed in Lionism and Watch It Flourish
There may be one reason you first become a Lion, but it quickly turns into many reasons to remain one.
My first reason was simple—I was asked.
After joining, that one reason grew into many: the joy of serving with purpose, meeting new people,
building lifelong friendships, growing personally, and developing leadership skills.
We may not know what the future holds, but by serving others, working together, and staying true to
our values, we can help shape it for the better.
I look forward to serving alongside each of you as we continue making our communities—and our world
—a better place.
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VISION IN ACTION
A NEW PERSPECTIVE AT LEADER DOGS FOR THE BLIND
District Governors-Elect Seminar • Rochester Hills, Michigan • July 30-August 2, 2026
By 1VDG Phil Karrer, 26-M2
Missouri’s First Vice District Governors, along with Lions from several other states, had the privilege of attending the District
Governors-Elect Seminar at Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester Hills, Michigan.
During our visit, we toured the campus and met clients who shared moving stories about the difference Leader Dogs has made in their
lives. Among them was BJ, whom many Missouri Lions may remember as a speaker at our State Convention. Their stories were
powerful reminders of why Lions’ continued support of Leader Dogs is so important.
We also learned about planned improvements to the campus, including updates to technology and facilities that support client training
and transition.
One of the weekend’s most memorable experiences was Dining in the Dark. Eating while blindfolded gave us a new perspective on
navigating an everyday activity without sight—and reminded us that, at the end of our experience, we had the privilege of simply
removing our blindfolds.
We also met a puppy raiser returning one puppy for formal training while beginning the journey again with a new puppy, Timber.
The weekend left us with a renewed appreciation for Leader Dogs for the Blind and the lives changed through its programs. I
encourage Missouri Lions to continue supporting this important mission.
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